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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 3) 2005 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 4) 2005 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN (Leschenault) [2.40 pm]:  Before the lunch adjournment I was explaining 
why I thought there were serious flaws in the process the government has adopted for selecting a new hazardous 
waste plant for the south west region.  As I said, they are initial observations.  I want to put on the record the 
community’s opposition to the Shire of Harvey being considered as a potential location for that plant.  I indicated 
that I expect considerably more debate on this matter by the Labor cabinet as the decision date in July draws 
nearer.   

As I said earlier, many people in the community have gone to a great deal of effort to present an objective case 
for why Kemerton is not a suitable site for this hazardous waste plant.  I have indicated previously the 
fundamental flaws in the selection process.  This process is not cast in concrete; it is not a legislative requirement 
or anything like that.  It is a process that the Labor government has adopted, and it can be altered or cast aside at 
any time.  With this in mind, a delegation from the south west went to see the new Minister for the Environment 
only a few weeks ago.  I am indebted to the representatives from the Shire of Harvey and the community 
representatives who attended that delegation.  I am also indebted to the member for Collie-Wellington, who 
helped arrange the meeting.  The member for Collie-Wellington and I agreed that we would organise the 
delegation.  I used his good offices because I thought he would be granted a meeting with the minister quicker 
than I would, as an opposition member.  Members can call me cynical!   

The meeting was held.  The only thing I can say is that community members were very disappointed.  The 
meeting resulted in the minister essentially ignoring the simple plea from the community.  A detailed argument 
was made in the meeting stating why the Kemerton site does not meet a number of the essential selection 
criteria, which I discussed earlier.  It was pointed out that another site meets the criteria, and the core 
consultative committee has confirmed that.  The local community, the shire, the business community and the 
farming community all support the alternative proposal of Bencubbin.   

The delegation’s submission to the minister was very simple.  It asked him to consider the information that the 
community representatives and the shire had provided to support their arguments at the meeting.  They asked the 
minister to consider the alternative because they wanted him to take Kemerton off the list and focus on the site at 
Bencubbin.  If I had been sitting in the minister’s chair, at the very least, I would have agreed to consider their 
arguments and the detailed scientific information they had provided and to get back to them with a reply.  At 
best, I would have said that they had convinced me to consider whether we could make the proposal work in 
Bencubbin.  Then everyone would have been happy.  However, at the end of the meeting, the minister made it 
clear that he was not going to take Kemerton off the table and he would stick with the process that was in train.   

The arrogance of that approach was mind-boggling.  The people who went to the meeting could not understand 
why the minister did not at least take on board the concerns raised at the meeting, let alone why he could not 
agree with the proposition.  We are now stuck with this process, which I believe is fundamentally flawed  

Mr M.P. Murray:  The minister said he would consider all options that were put on the table, but that he would 
not interfere with the process. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  That is what I said. 

Mr M.P. Murray:  He did not say that he would not listen. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The minister was asked to take Kemerton off the list and he said he would 
not do that.  The process is continuing, but the time for public submissions has ended.  I understand the matter 
will culminate in a recommendation to cabinet in July.  The community can expect me and other members to 
pursue this matter in debate and with questions in Parliament, especially as we near that date in July.   

The bottom line is that, as I mentioned earlier, there are strong arguments for why this plant should not be 
located at Kemerton.  The community is very supportive of establishing a hazardous waste plant in Bencubbin.  
The simple point is why could the government not have saved thousands of people in Avon, Bruce Rock, 
Harvey, Bunbury and Dardanup the anguish they are feeling.  Why could it not have worked with the community 
in Mt Marshall to see whether this proposal could operate there? 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Do you support uranium going to the Bunbury port? 
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Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Why are we talking about uranium?  We are talking about hazardous waste.  
Where does the member for Riverton think the hazardous waste processing plant should be?  That is what this 
debate is about. 
Mr A.D. McRae:  I understand that. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Where should it be?  Should it be in Kemerton? 

Mr A.D. McRae:  If you don’t want it in Kemerton, the member who sits next to you said he would not have it 
in Busselton but he would consider having it in Bunbury. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The member for Riverton does not have a clue what he is talking about, so he 
should not bother interjecting.  The member is reflecting the inane stupidity of the Labor Party.  When it comes 
to complex matters like this, it does not give a damn about the community.  That is why the minister rejected a 
community delegation without even considering the information he was given.  He did not even turn to page 1 of 
the information.  He said, “Stuff you lot, I do not care about the community.” The Labor Party could not give a 
toss about the Shire of Harvey and the good reputable, dedicated community representatives there.   
I thank very much the three shires in the area, especially the Shire of Harvey; Peter Monagle, the shire president 
and his councillors.  I also thank Michael Parker and his officers for submitting an excellent case to the 
government.  I thank the Shires of Dardanup and Capel, whose representatives have formally resolved to oppose 
Kemerton as the location for the plant.  I take my hat off to the City of Bunbury.  Councillor Warren Lambert 
moved a motion to reject Kemerton as the location for the hazardous waste plant, to which the City of Bunbury 
unanimously agreed.  I am delighted to say that my predecessor, David Smith, now the Mayor of Bunbury, wrote 
me a letter commending me on my position.  We have not always seen eye to eye on issues, but on this one we 
do.  I thank also all the members of the community who put in a huge effort on this matter: Mike Whitehead, 
Rob Hodgson, Rob Tucker, the members of the Mothers Against Toxic Waste, especially Ruth Orpwood and Liz 
Phillips, who provided me with some excellent questions on this matter; Les Corbett, Elke Schultz, Lola 
Levingston, Adam Johnson and the 4 000 people who signed petitions; the hundreds of people who made 
submissions to the government; and Dr Geoff Pain, who has been a thorn in the government’s side, even though 
he is a staunch Labor supporter.  I acknowledge and endorse the work of the members of the Kemerton 
Community Committee and, like them, I oppose Kemerton as a site for this hazardous waste plant. 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [2.49 pm]:  I am pleased to speak to this bill today and to raise some issues 
of concern in my electorate that I expect will apply also to other electorates, particularly those in the outer 
metropolitan area.   

The SPEAKER: Order!  I have a small problem in that our records show that the member for Swan Hills has 
already spoken. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  That is possible Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER:  Unfortunately, although we all look forward to contributions from the member, she cannot 
speak again. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.50 pm]:  I was not going to make a 
contribution but, given that we are talking about the waste precinct, it is important that I do.  The only electorate 
without any nimbys in Western Australia is the seat of Merredin.  The Shire of Mt Marshall and the town of 
Bencubbin are united behind the move to locate the hazardous waste precinct in their area.  The only reason I 
have decided to speak on this is that the Minister for the Environment is present.  Before he leaves the chamber I 
want him to recognise the very strong will of the people of Mt Marshall to have the hazardous waste precinct 
located in their community.  We are getting to the time of drawing up a short list.  I understand that, in the next 
month or so, a proposal will go to cabinet to have it sign off on the winner of the hazardous waste precinct.  
Members can tell by my language that to have the hazardous waste precinct located in Bencubbin may well be a 
positive outcome for all. 

If the member for Avon were present, he would tell the house about concerns associated with locating the 
hazardous waste site at the Avon industrial park.  The member for Leschenault has talked about his concerns for 
Kemerton.  Bruce Rock is another site that has been identified in my electorate.  That community is opposed to 
having it located there.  We have a unique situation.  Everybody needs to understand that the location of the 
hazardous waste precinct is about finding a replacement for Brookdale.  Brookdale was an issue that gained 
much prominence in the community. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Is Calingiri in you area? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  No, just outside.  The last thing we need is to have a repeat of the Brookdale situation in 
which local people were concerned about health ramifications.  The community of Mt Marshall has spent a lot of 
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time researching this matter and making sure that it has a good understanding of it.  The council has been very 
proactive in talking to members of the community.  I am happy to report to the Parliament that I was at the Mt 
Marshall show only two weekends ago where I spoke to people across the age and industry demographics of that 
community.  They are nearly all united behind the proposal to locate the hazardous waste precinct in their 
community.  This is a really good example of how, when the facts are put on the table and the right science is put 
forward, the community is willing to look at issues with commonsense and foresight.  As a result, we might get a 
good outcome.  If cabinet makes a decision to support Avon, Kemerton or Bruce Rock, people will start 
protesting at the front door of Parliament House.  That would not be a good outcome at all.  I seek to put on the 
record my support for locating the hazardous waste precinct in Bencubbin.  We believe that it offers a great 
economic opportunity to the region.  We also see the opportunity to upgrade some of the road networks that link 
the metropolitan area with Bencubbin, which is important.  We see an opportunity to go forward.  This is not just 
about locating hazardous waste in Bencubbin; industries that create hazardous waste could have a presence in the 
region.  The manufacturing of some of the products that produce hazardous waste could take place in the region.  
We see a unique opportunity for Mt Marshall and the eastern wheatbelt to benefit from the process.   

I commend all members of cabinet to look closely at that aspect of community support.  When the 3C process 
has identified the desirable attributes of a hazardous waste precinct, community support has not been at the top 
of the list of desirable aspects.  I would have thought that, from a political point of view, it is one of the most 
valuable aspects in this argument.  Cabinet will have the decision put before it in the next few months.  I urge 
caucus members to speak to their cabinet colleagues and back Mt Marshall.  If that happens, we will get a win-
win from this scenario.  We will find a replacement for the site where hazardous waste was previously stored and 
we will increase economic activity in the eastern wheatbelt and help a community that is prepared to embrace the 
facility.  I urge everyone to support the Shire of Mt Marshall in its bid to win the hazardous waste precinct. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [2.55 pm]:  As has been well documented in this place, something in the 
vicinity of $50 billion worth of development is occurring in Western Australia.  I highlight the fact that, of the 
$50 billion, $5.5 billion worth of development is occurring in the Peel region.  The seat of Murray is in the heart 
of the region.  As members may be aware, part of my electorate consists of the Shire of Murray.  It also covers 
part of the City of Mandurah.  Mandurah has the greatest centralisation of population in the area.  Recent 
censuses show that the Peel region has about 87 500 people.  That is confirmed by the shires’ ratepayer bases.  
The biggest local locality is Mandurah, followed by Murray, Serpentine-Jarrahdale, Waroona and Boddington.  
The $5.5 billion worth of development includes upgrades of the Alcoa refinery at Pinjarra, the Alcoa refinery at 
Wagerup and a $1.5 billion gold mine expansion at Boddington, to name but a few.  There are also vast housing 
developments expanding across that section of the Peel region, mostly in the electorates of Dawesville and 
Murray.   

With that expansion, we would hope that the employment base in the region will improve.  I listened to the 
minister a short time ago describe how Western Australia has an unemployment rate of about 4.1 per cent while 
the Australian average is about five per cent.  I am not too happy to report that the Peel region still has the 
highest unemployment rate in Western Australia.  The latest information is that it is around 7.9 per cent.  I 
suspect that it may be slightly less than that, but it is still significantly different from the rest of the state.  Given 
the amount of development occurring in the region, I would have hoped that the unemployment rate would 
improve.  The Peel region represents only four per cent of the population of Western Australia but represents 
13 per cent of the state’s development.  A disproportionate amount of development is occurring in the region.  
According to the very good mayor of the City of Mandurah, Paddi Creevy, in the vicinity of 40 new families 
move into the region every week.  That is putting significant pressure on infrastructure requirements within the 
area. 

I turn now to schools in the area.  With the exception of Riverside Gardens in my electorate, and Halls Head in 
the Dawesville electorate, no new schools have been built in recent times.  I had cause to write to the Minister 
for Education and Training and ask what plans existed for new schools to be built in the Peel region.  I was 
fortunate to get a response from the minister, who highlighted that a new primary school and middle school are 
being built at Secret Harbour, which is very pleasing for my friends and relatives who live in that suburb but, 
unfortunately, that area does not fall within the Peel region.  No new public schools are being developed in the 
Peel region despite it reportedly being the fastest-growing area in Western Australia.  In particular, the locations 
of Meadow Springs and Ravenswood-Yunderup in my electorate are desperately in need of schools to facilitate 
the very rapidly expanding housing developments in those areas.   

I will refer to school bus transport.  In Pinjarra, 80 per cent of all students attending the government and Catholic 
schools in the town travel to and from school by bus.  I have been working closely with the Public Transport 
Authority of Western Australia to bring to its attention the significant overcrowding problem on our school 
buses.  The contracts given to the various bus operators are reviewed only on an annual basis.  Given the 
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expansion of Mandurah with 40 new families - this was mentioned by the Mayor of Mandurah - we must review 
these contracts on a more regular basis.  I suggest they should be reviewed somewhere in the vicinity of every 
six months.  The minister has also revealed that there will be no public schools program for the area until after 
the current forward estimates and until after 2009.  That is extraordinarily alarming, especially when one 
considers that the demographic of those between the ages of zero and six years in the Peel region is one of the 
highest in Western Australia.  Traditionally, people have thought that Mandurah, and the Peel region, was an 
area to which people retired and that most people who live there are 65 years of age and above.  That certainly 
was the case in the past.  However, the demographic of young people is increasing and in a short time we will 
have a problem of overcrowding in our school system.  I have highlighted this issue with the minister.  I 
understand that she will be coming to the Peel region to visit schools in the Mandurah and Dawesville 
electorates.  That invitation has also been extended to schools in the Murray electorate, specifically to the 
wonderful schools in Pinjarra.  Pinjarra Senior High School been around for many years.  In fact, it was the first 
high school in the Peel region, and it is very much showing its age.  The government has promised to spend a 
considerable amount of money on that school; I think the amount is in the vicinity of $5 million, which is 
welcome.  Unfortunately, that $5 million was promised some 18 months to two years ago, and given the current 
labour and material costs, that $5 million will not realise the same value of return that it would have done a 
couple of years ago.  I offer the minister a warm invitation of welcome to the Murray electorate.  I hope to work 
with her to deal with some of the issues that are a major concern to the people of my electorate, particularly the 
parents of the students who attend our schools.   

I turn now to the issue of hospitals.  The Murray District Hospital has been in Pinjarra for many years, and the 
Peel Health Campus was constructed under the Court government.  Most of the resources from the Murray 
District Hospital were vacuumed and transferred over to the brand-new facility.  For insurance reasons, many 
doctors would rather use the new and modern facility at the Peel Health Campus than use the facilities at the 
Murray District Hospital.  I and many other people in my electorate are keen advocates of returning the Murray 
District Hospital to its health and glory of years gone by.  I have been fortunate to have only ever attended three 
hospitals.  On one of those occasions I attended hospital because I was involved in a motor vehicle crash.  The 
staff who attended me at the Murray District Hospital all those years ago did a fine job.  That hospital has a 
strong culture, particularly within the community, and it is one that I would like to see further developed.  As a 
result of the last election, the government has promised funding for the hospital for a medical centre so that 
visiting medical professionals can hang up their shingle and deal with the rapidly growing area.  For those who 
venture down that way, a great number of houses are being developed to the south of Yunderup that will take in 
the eastern side of the Peel-Harvey estuary right down to Dirchmont.  With the advent of the Peel deviation, all 
that land will open up and become a major area of urbanisation, as once upon a time it was when the area was 
developed for a dairy and beef industry.  The hospitals are vital.  We also have the world’s largest alumina 
refinery in Pinjarra, and from time to time some of its workers require medical attention as a result of workplace 
incidents.  It also acts as a catchment for the surrounding towns of Waroona, Dwellingup, Boddington, North 
Dandalup, South Yunderup and Ravenswood.  I see the Murray District Hospital in a supporting role for the Peel 
Health Campus.  As members may well be aware, it has an accident and emergency department that was 
originally designed to take 15 000 persons a year.  However, it currently takes 32 000 people a year.  Within a 
short time, the hospital’s casualty section has been inundated with people requiring treatment.  Clearly, it is not 
keeping up with the demands of the community.   

The Mandurah Aquatic and Recreational Centre is another great example of something designed some 20 years 
ago that is, by today’s standards, woefully inadequate.  My three children are members of the Peel swim club.  
They compete with the 430 000 people who use that facility each year.  The centre was designed in 1982 to 
accommodate 18 000 people a year; however, 87 000 people in the Peel region now try to access one 25-metre 
pool.  The City of Mandurah, as far as I am aware, is the only regional city in Western Australia that does not 
have a 50-metre pool.  Northam, Kalgoorlie, Bunbury, Geraldton and Karratha all have 50-metre pools.  I am not 
sure whether Albany has a 50-metre pool.  The member for Albany might be able to tell me.  Mandurah is 
certainly the biggest regional city in Western Australia, yet it does not have a 50-metre pool.  The Mandurah and 
Murray shires commissioned in 2002 a sports field recreational facility plan, which produced 27 
recommendations.  The number one recommendation was a new aquatic centre in the first stage.  The second 
stage was a stadium of some considerable size.  The third stage as part of the same complex, as I understand it, 
was an educational facility.  The days of building swimming pools on their own and without the support of some 
other use are gone.  That was demonstrated when a hockey stadium was incorporated in the construction of the 
Halls Head Community College.  That was a great initiative of the Court government.  Much of the kudos for 
that initiative must go to the former member for Dawesville and my good friend Arthur Marshall.  As members 
would be aware, Arthur was a strong advocate for sport in the region.  The aquatic centre is very much a high 
priority.  I certainly discussed that issue at length with the member for Cottesloe prior to the last election.  
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Expansion of that facility is desperately needed.  It is not a case of simply taking my word for it; members 
should look at the facility’s plan to see what has been recommended. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The difficulty is that the shires themselves have to agree to maintenance costs.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  My understanding is that there has been an agreement between the two respective 
councils. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That must have happened recently. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Is the member referring to the recurrent costs? 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  It is not insurmountable; the issue can be addressed and worked through.   

Roads in the Peel region are a major issue.  The Peel deviation, as it is known in our area - it is also the Perth-
Bunbury highway - is probably the most significant piece of infrastructure in Western Australia today.  Much 
has been said about it; however, there is still the issue of the project’s finite details, particularly the north 
Mandurah access road.  When the Kwinana Freeway is continued to the Rockingham-Mandurah boundary, 
beyond that it becomes the Perth-Bunbury highway, and an access road is required for the people of Mandurah 
while the highway continues to Bunbury.  If that access road is not built, the only way in which the people of 
Mandurah and Dawesville, and elsewhere in the Murray electorate, will be able to access the freeway will be via 
either Paganoni Road, which is in the Shire of Rockingham, the Lakes Road intersection, or Pinjarra Road.  The 
Lakes Road intersection is a continuation of Gordon Road, which is near the greyhound track in Mandurah.  
There are three schools in that precinct: Frederick Irwin Anglican Community School, which goes from 
preprimary through to year 12 and has in the vicinity of 1 300 students; Assumption Catholic Primary School, 
which has in the vicinity of 450  students; and Mandurah High School.  I am not sure how many students that 
school has, but it is a great many.  That is probably the largest education precinct in that area.  That will create a 
serious problem with road congestion in that area.  It has been suggested that there will be up to 3 600 vehicle 
movements along that section of road.  The road was never designed for that number of vehicle movements.  
Engineers from Mandurah City Council have flagged that the traffic systems at the intersection of Fremantle 
Road and Gordon Road will not be able to cope with those traffic movements.  Therefore, the north Mandurah 
access road, as it is known locally, is a vitally important piece of infrastructure that must be built to service the 
City of Mandurah and beyond.   

There are also significant road problems in Pinjarra.  I visited Pinjarra recently with my colleagues on the 
Community Development and Justice Standing Committee.  The member for Kingsley and the member for 
Geraldton were gracious enough to join me in a cup of tea at the Steamboat Cafe in the main street of Pinjarra.  
We had some good fellowship.  While we were sitting there, a large number of trucks were coming through the 
town along South Western Highway.  The noise from those trucks was actually so loud that it was almost 
impossible to sit in that cafe alongside the highway and have a conversation.   

[Member’s time extended.]  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I think my colleagues on the committee humoured me to some degree by allowing me to 
make that point about the significant amount of vehicle traffic that is going through that area.  Some years ago 
the South West Development Commission mentioned that there are about three million traffic movements into 
and out of the south west - two million on Coast Road, and one million on South Western Highway.  What we 
need in Pinjarra is a bypass road.  That is also the case in many towns in Western Australia, but the need in 
Pinjarra is even more urgent when we consider that the Alcoa workshops are being relocated to Pinjarra, and all 
the machinery that comes out of Alcoa Wagerup is now going to Pinjarra for maintenance.  The goldmine at 
Boddington is proposing to operate from the port of Bunbury.  That will result in even more heavy-vehicle traffic 
through the centre of Pinjarra.  I recall that recently I had gone from the post office in Pinjarra to the hardware 
shop, and the street had been closed at each end of the town to allow a large vessel that was headed for the 
Wagerup refinery to come through the town.  The whole town actually came to a standstill for 15 minutes to 
allow that large piece of infrastructure to come through.  It was probably never envisaged when Pinjarra was 
established in 1834 that such a large volume of traffic would come through the town.  It is vitally important that 
a bypass road be built.   

I turn now to the environment.  The jewel in the crown of the Peel region is the Peel-Harvey estuary.  It is 
truncated by three rivers: the Harvey River, the Murray River and the Serpentine River.  These are all 
magnificent rivers.  However, the same ailments that are evident in the Swan and Canning Rivers - about which 
a debate has been raging in this house - are also evident in the Peel-Harvey estuary system.  It is interesting to 
note that in last year’s budget, only $2.2 million was allocated to the waterways in the Peel region.  About 
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$1.8 million of that amount was federal funding; so in essence only $300 000 of state government funding has 
been allocated to this 167 square kilometres of waterways.  That is fairly ordinary.  The $1.8 million of federal 
funding is welcome, but it is a drop in the ocean.  All the issues pertaining to acid sulphate soils, erosion, blue-
green algae and nutrient run-off - the same issues that have been highlighted in the Swan and Canning Rivers - 
are also very much evident in Pinjarra.   

I turn now to infrastructure.  The infrastructure issues in this rapidly growing area are of great concern.  The 
Bunbury to Dampier natural gas pipeline runs through the electorate.  It bypasses many towns along the way.  It 
also feeds the new cogeneration gas-fired power station at Pinjarra.  That power station has a capacity of 
300 megawatts, from memory; the member for Cottesloe may be able to correct me if I wrong.  A proposal has 
been put forward to build another gas-fired power station in that area - I think it may even have been approved - 
but there is a problem with gas supply.  The same problem is faced by many of the residents in that area.  This 
pipeline is running through their backyards, yet the people in Ravenswood, South Yunderup, the Pinjarra 
industrial estate and North Dandalup cannot tap into it to get reticulated gas.  Unfortunately, when Alinta was 
sold, it no longer had any customer service obligations.  One of the provisions in the licensing agreement was 
that if Alinta could not redeem its fees within 20 years, it was not compelled to provide any reticulated gas 
systems.  I find that extraordinary.  I think Alinta may price itself out of the market.  I have taken up that matter 
with the chief executive of Alinta, and it is a matter that I will continue to pursue.  In fact, I have in my 
possession a petition, which I will be presenting to the house at the next available opportunity, containing the 
signatures of about 900 people who are asking that reticulated gas be supplied to their area.  The Pinjarra 
industrial estate is proposing to expand to three times its current size.  However, one of the problems is that 
many of the businesses that would be attracted to that area need natural gas to carry out their functions.  
Unfortunately, even though the gas pipeline is just a couple of kilometres down the road, they cannot hook up to 
that gas supply.  I notice that some money has been allocated in the budget to improve the water and power 
utilities in that area.  I would like gas to be included, so that that industrial area can access that important 
resource.  I would also like the Yunderup and Ravenswood areas to be connected to that supply.  The estimated 
cost of doing that is $2.5 million.  Given the expansion that is currently occurring in the state, that is probably a 
wise and sound investment for the future.   

The supply of electricity is a major problem.  A new power station is being built at Pinjarra.  However, despite 
that fact, according to the Western Power web site, Pinjarra has the highest number of power interruptions 
anywhere in Western Australia.  I think it amounts to about seven hours a week; but I will stand corrected on 
that.  Many people are getting very frustrated about that.  We have arranged for a meeting to take place shortly 
between representatives of Western Power and members of the community to see what can be done about that 
matter.  With the disaggregation of Western Power, we hope that whatever the problem may be - be it 
generation, the network, or whatever - it will be resolved, particularly for the people of Pinjarra, and also 
Coolup, which is just south of Pinjarra.   

I turn now to the supply of industrial land.  The Murray electorate has the highest youth unemployment rate in 
the state.  A lot of companies are contracted to the companies that are operating the Boddington goldmine, and 
Alcoa, for example.  However, there is nowhere for them to hang their hat.   

Recently we had an incident in which someone wanted to establish a cement batching plant in the Mandurah 
district.  Already there are four cement batching plants in Mandurah.  Members know that cement batching 
plants are noxious and that we should be getting them out of the City of Mandurah and relocating them on 
suitably zoned industrial land.  The problem has arisen because these plants were built some years ago and at 
that time were located on the outskirts of Mandurah.  However, Mandurah has grown rapidly and they are now in 
the hub of the city.  We need to look at better land use within that region.   

An industrial area has been flagged for Nanbeelup.  However, there are significant problems with water drainage 
and the like, although there is nothing that cannot be overcome by some very good engineering.  We have an 
opportunity, especially as the area would be next to the new Perth-Bunbury highway, to attract industries from 
the metropolitan area.  The Welshpool, Kewdale, Canning Vale, O’Connor, Midland and Wangara industrial 
areas are full, and businesses with an import-export orientation should be offered good land in the Peel region, 
which will place them somewhere between the ports of Fremantle and Bunbury and give them access to overseas 
markets and provide the jobs to which I referred earlier.  We have the lowest unemployment rate in Australia.  
Despite the amount of development that is occurring in Perth, a lot of people travel to Alcoa from the city on a 
daily basis.  Alcoa has shown a commitment to relocate some of its headquarters from Booragoon to Pinjarra, 
which will be welcome to the economy, but more needs to be done and the industrial land is required as a matter 
of priority.  There are skilled labour shortages everywhere in Western Australia, but they are more evident in the 
Peel region.  A person who wants to build a house in the Peel region is having to wait two years before he can 
get a bricklayer.  Tradesmen involved in the wet trades - bricklayers, tilers and plasterers - are extremely difficult 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 6 April 2006] 

 p1353d-1369a 
Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr Brendon Grylls; Mr Murray Cowper; Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr John 

Castrilli; Mr Gary Snook 

 [7] 

to get.  The local building companies are trying to do something to rectify the situation.  Dale Alcock, Ross 
North and the local builders have, in conjunction with the government and the Minister for Education and 
Training, put together a plan to do something about the problem.  Sixty per cent of all home building now occurs 
south of the river, when previously 50 per cent was north of the river.  We have to consider relocating TAFE 
facilities south of the river to alleviate the skills shortages.   
The long-heralded arrival of the railway will be of benefit to the community, but to take full advantage of that 
facility an integrated bus service that will efficiently move people to the railhead must be in place.  The railway 
line, and the expense of building it, will be pointless unless the mechanisms are in place to effectively service 
that rail system.  With the exception of the railway line, Mandurah has fallen off the table and is no longer a 
focus of this place.   
I will highlight some of the major achievements of the previous Liberal government in the Peel region.  One was 
the health campus.  The marina, which is a spectacular undertaking, is another one.  The Mandurah Community 
College is another, and I understand the member for Cottesloe had a lot to do with that.  A former member for 
Mandurah, Roger Nicholls, can be given a lot of credit for the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre, which is a 
focal point for the town.  The sand bypass system at the mouth of the river has opened up the waterways to be 
some of the best in Australia and, I believe, in the world.  I cannot comment on that because I have not left the 
shores of our great country.  It is one of the best waterways that I have seen in this country.  I mentioned the 
world-class hockey stadium, which is thanks to the efforts of a former member for Dawesville, Arthur Marshall.  
The double-decker bus express system that runs between Mandurah and Perth was an initiative of the former 
government.  The rail was mooted in 2000 and was an initiative of the Court government. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  The Halls Head middle school  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  That is another one.  The Kwinana Freeway was turned into a proper freeway.  For many 
years that road was frustrating, particularly when drivers reached an intersection and had to wait for traffic lights 
to change.  The overpasses have been built and now it is truly a freeway.   
There is much to be done in the Peel region and I call upon the government to pay more attention to what is 
happening in the region.   
MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [3.26 pm]:  This morning I spoke as a member of the Public Accounts 
Committee, which today tabled its report on the effect the Financial Management Bill 2005 and the Auditor 
General Bill will have on the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bills (No. 3) and (No. 4).  I note that although 
the value of these debates is that each member can raise issues of concern within their electorate, a theme on the 
issue of waste has emerged from members opposite who represent regional electorates.  Hazardous and non-
hazardous waste is an issue that is not only regional, but also metropolitan.  At the moment a local government 
committee, led by the Mindarie Regional Council, is overseas examining recent waste technology.  My Liberal 
opponent in the recent by-election that saw me enter this place is the Deputy Mayor of the Town of Victoria Park 
council and a member of that committee.  I look forward to hearing about that trip.  As the member for Victoria 
Park, an inner metropolitan seat, I can learn a lot about increasing the efficiency of dealing with all forms of 
waste.   

My electorate is unique.  It is extremely lucky because it has a train line running through the middle of it.  I 
recognise that I am lucky to have that train line in my electorate.  The electorate of Victoria Park is close to the 
city and the Swan and Canning Rivers.  Train lines across this state are vital to maintain the standard of living of 
Western Australians.  Many people in my electorate are from the lower socioeconomic group, and I mentioned 
that in my inaugural speech.  As oil prices increase, it will become more expensive for people to use their cars.  
Public transport will become more important to people and I am fortunate that my constituents have that train 
line into which this government has put time and money.  During the by-election I was lucky to have the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure announce that the Victoria Park train station would be upgraded at a cost 
of nearly $10 million.  It has been a long time coming and although the delays have been for reasonable reasons, 
the people of Victoria Park and I are delighted to have the commitment.  Tenders will be called shortly and, 
hopefully, construction will start by the end of this year. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Do you think it was a political decision? 

Mr B.S. WYATT:  I hope not. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It was a coincidence, was it?   

Mr B.S. WYATT:  My negotiating skills got it up early.  Now that the member for Cottesloe has expressed an 
interest in the train station in my electorate, I advise him that next door to the station is the Association for the 
Blind of Western Australia.  Currently massive construction works are taking place on the association’s building 
to which the state government has contributed $4 million.  It will provide a library at which blind people can 
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listen to talking books.  It will be a major contributor to the planning of the Victoria Park train station.  The blind 
people who use the train line, as many of them do, will be able to access those facilities in a way that causes 
them the least disruption.  That is something I and the people in my electorate are delighted about.  Further down 
the train line at the other end of my electorate is the train station at Cannington that has been upgraded.  The 
station is a bit of a hub, because lots of buses come to it from all over Perth and the hills, not just from my 
electorate.  People catch buses to the Cannington train station, get on the train and make their way into the city.  
That train station is in a fantastic location.  It is very close to Carousel shopping centre, and if people are inclined 
to have a bet each way on Thursday night, it is very close to the Cannington greyhound track.  It is also very 
close to a number of schools, including Sevenoaks Senior College, which caters for a lot of students.  I have been 
working with the City of Canning through the Mayor of Canning, Dr Lekias.  That council has been particularly 
active and I am very excited about the opportunities in that area.   

It is quite unusual for an inner city electorate, but next to that train station is land owned by various government 
departments.  I have already shown the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure the land that her department 
owns; this is land I hope to convince her to use in an appropriate way in partnership with the City of Canning.  
Next to an office occupied by the Australian Taxation Office is a large block of empty land, which is quite 
unusual.  This land is between the Cannington train station and the Carousel shopping centre, which is the largest 
shopping centre in the southern hemisphere, I am led to believe.  This vast tract of land has a number of owners.  
Western Power has a substation on the land and also owns a lot of land around that substation.  Many members 
will have had dealings with Western Power in respect of land owned by it.  Incredibly, some wetland is also 
involved.  Also, some privately owned land in my electorate poses a lot of opportunity, particularly for those 
who live at that end of it. 

One of the first things I did after I was elected was open the Gerard Street Bridge on behalf of the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure.  That bridge is at the top end of my electorate, and a great example of what can be 
done when state and local governments work together.  It was a painful process because there were some 
engineering faults, but it is now in place and is operating.  That bridge will link traffic from as far away as the 
hills with Welshpool Road and Albany Highway.  A flood of traffic will come down that way.  At the moment, 
unfortunately, the bridge stops and traffic is forced to continue along Sevenoaks Street and make its way through 
the suburbs to get back onto Albany Highway.  That bridge will link through to the Carousel shopping centre and 
Albany Highway.  It will assist to get traffic out of the side streets in my electorate.   

On that topic, my electorate is fortunate because it is close to the city and has a number of thoroughfares beyond 
the train line.  Orrong Road, since its connection with the Graham Farmer Freeway, has become a lot busier.  We 
also have major thoroughfares such as Leach Highway, Albany Highway, Berwick Street and Kenwick Road.  
There is more high-density living in inner city electorates, there are more cars on the roads and people are using 
side streets, traditionally very quiet residential areas, to get from one major thoroughfare to the next to avoid 
traffic lights or whatever.  This poses a serious problem.  People who live in Roberts Road and Star Street in my 
electorate are very aware of that issue, because throughout the campaign when I was doorknocking they made 
me aware of the problems they face.  It is easy to dismiss this problem as something for local government.  My 
view is that it is not just for local government; it is a problem for local and state governments.  My problem is 
not rare.  A number of members on both sides of the house have similar issues in their electorates.  It is 
something we need to worry about.  Geddes Street, in which my mother lives, has two schools in it, and cars 
head down such streets at unacceptable speeds.  I do not propose to discuss the state government’s anti-hoon 
laws now, but that legislation is a step in the right direction.  However, there needs to be a concerted program 
with local governments in these areas to ensure that people are not adversely affected. 

I think all members are aware of John Hughes and his caryards in my electorate.  In fact, there are a lot of 
caryards in my electorate. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  He had a big entry in the Prosh newspaper yesterday. 

Mr B.S. WYATT:  No doubt John would have been delighted about that as he is usually pretty good with such 
humour.   

There are lots of caryards in my electorate and the council has problems with ongoing maintenance of the 
roadside on which dealers put their cars.  We are simply running out of land.  John has had issues with the local 
council, and, as a local state member of Parliament, I will need to work with him on that issue. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  As the member for Victoria Park, have you yet formed a policy position on trading hours for 
car dealers? 

Mr B.S. WYATT:  No, I have not, but I look forward to telling the member about it when I do. 
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I will return to what I was discussing earlier about the input the state government has had in my electorate.  A 
matter that was continually raised during my campaign was Bentley Hospital.  It is undisputed that Bentley 
Hospital plays a vital, important and integral role not only in my electorate, but also in the electorates that 
surround it.  I am delighted that the state government late last year consulted the community and agreed that 
Bentley Hospital should be upgraded to the tune of $20 million.  That upgrade is in progress.  The main focus of 
that upgrade is mental health and rehabilitation.  There is no doubt that those issues are of greatest concern in the 
immediate areas surrounding Bentley Hospital.  I am delighted with the progress and I will keep a close eye on 
that issue to ensure that the time frame for every upgrade is met and is hopefully on budget. 

A lot of the residents who live around Brownlie Towers and in the Bentley area generally are concerned that the 
City of Canning is looking to not close completely, but downgrade the hours of, the Bentley Library and the 
Canning Aquatic Centre.  I understand what the council is going through.  Facilities need to somehow pay for 
themselves to a degree, and the council informs me that those facilities are not doing so, particularly the aquatic 
centre.  The council proposes to move both facilities into a larger fantastic complex in Queens Park.  I support 
that concept wholeheartedly.  What the council is doing in Queens Park is excellent; it is being done in 
partnership with the state government.  There have been some fantastic changes around the Maniana district of 
Queens Park, and the people who live in Queens Park will be delighted with those changes. 

I am concerned about another issue to do with the Bentley Library.  Hon Kate Doust and I continue to work with 
the council on this issue.  Community libraries form a vital part of our education system.  I remember growing 
up in remote locations such as Laverton and Kalgoorlie in the Goldfields, throughout my electorate and also for a 
short time in South Perth.  Community libraries are a fundamental part of young children’s lives, and they ensure 
that our education meets appropriate standards.  Education should not be left to schools alone; it is left to what 
we can access.  I am very keen to see the Bentley Library stay open for the same hours it currently opens.  I will 
work with the council on that issue and, if I can get some state government support, I will lobby very hard.  I 
know that the Mayor of Canning, Dr Lekias, is keen to keep the library open if he possibly can, but we need to 
assess exactly what the local, state and federal governments consider to be vital services for the people of our 
nation and our state.  I certainly consider community libraries, such as the Bentley Library, to be a vital part of 
those services. 

The new Queens Park Aquatic Centre will be fantastic.  Next week in the suburb of Victoria Park, we will have 
the opening of the Aqualife Centre, or the former Somerset Street Swimming Pool.  My predecessor, Dr Geoff 
Gallop, had a close affinity with that pool.  Dr Gallop ensured that some $700 000 from the state government 
went into the upgrade to ensure that the council did not close the pool, which reopens next week.  I am very 
excited about Somerset Street pool, which will service five schools and many thousands of people, and will fit in 
very well with the Queens Park redevelopment, once that is finalised.  I look forward to swimming a few laps in 
the Somerset Street pool.  

Swimming pools form part of the solution to what the government recognises as a very serious problem for 
many children at a very young age; that is, obesity.  Obesity is not just a health issue; we need to consider it as a 
sport and recreation issue.  It is like education.  If it is not dealt with early, it becomes a much more serious and, 
for the economists, a much more expensive problem further down the track.  As part of the overall campaign 
against obesity by all levels of government, we need to get kids into swimming pools and onto the track early.  If 
we start closing swimming pools, we will continue to lose that fight.  I do not need to tell members of the 
consequences of obesity in our community.  
Ms J.A. Radisich:  And, in fact, in Parliament in some cases? 

Mr B.S. WYATT:  I can understand that, in light of the fact that, after two weeks as a member of this place, one 
thing I would like to do is get rid of the afternoon tea because it will certainly add to my waistline.   
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT:  That is the biggest heckle I have had so far, as a result of making that proposal!  I would like 
to move away from the subject of the afternoon tea.  I know that it is on at the moment and that is why there are 
not many members in the chamber.   
My electorate is very fortunate; we have benefited greatly from these times.  Provided that we as state members 
of Parliament continue to work with our local governments and federal government representatives, all 
electorates can continue to benefit from these economic times.  I encourage all members to work with their local 
governments.  It makes life a lot easier when we do that, and it will make the lives of our constituents a lot 
better. 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [3.43 pm]:  Bunbury is a rapidly growing city and has a clear position as the 
alternative population centre to Perth.  In about 20 years, Perth will have a north to south ocean frontage of about 
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140 kilometres.  The metropolitan area already has a footprint larger than the city of Greater London, which has 
a population of about eight million people.  The state government is funding infrastructure to create new housing 
beyond the northern boundaries of the metropolitan area to the tune of, in my estimate, about $70 000 a property.  
It is time the state government adopted a strategic position on how best to provide the infrastructure requirements 
for all of Western Australia, not just the metropolitan area.  As the new Minister for Peel and the South West 
made clear not so long ago, the current government has neglected its duty to provide the infrastructure 
requirements of Bunbury and the south west.  I hope that admission can form the basis of constructive talks to 
plan for the infrastructure urgently required for Bunbury’s strong economic growth and to continue its 
transformation into a major population centre outside of the metropolitan area.  Population forecasts for the 
greater Bunbury area show that the number of inhabitants will more than double to more than 110 000 by 2031.  
Bunbury and its surrounding areas are facing an increasing burden to put in place sufficient infrastructure to 
maintain growth and prepare for future needs.  I will cover just a couple of key issues. 
The construction of the Bunbury outer ring road, I understand, has been in planning for nearly 20 years now.  
Even 20 years ago the decision to plan for the outer ring road demonstrated an affirmation of an urgent need to 
cater for the rapidly increasing volumes of commuter, industrial and commercial traffic in and out of Bunbury.  
Thousands of tourists target the south west in holiday times and those numbers are rapidly escalating.  As we all 
know, coastal spots south of Bunbury can easily double in population during holiday periods, and Bunbury itself 
can no longer accommodate the number of tourists and businesspeople visiting the city year round with its 
present accommodation infrastructure.  To avoid the Mandurah-style traffic snarls for both local and through 
traffic, the outer ring road is of major importance.  To my mind it is probably one of the most important pieces of 
infrastructure.  The need for it has been demonstrated.  The number of heavy haulage vehicles serving the port 
alone accounts for about 1 000 truck movements a day, and the bulk of those are passing through the eastern 
urban areas of Bunbury.  The roads around Bunbury have now reached a point of being unsustainable for the 
day-to-day travel of the population.  The Eelup roundabout has been identified as possibly the top crash site in 
the state.  That roundabout leads to the Perth-Bunbury highway and Koombana Drive.  Because of the lack of a 
dedicated access road into the Bunbury port, it is also the main route for trucks going into the port.  It is a really 
busy port and is increasing its activity all the time.  The first stage of the port access road has been approved and 
will be constructed in the next year or so.  However, that in itself will not funnel all the trucks away from the 
eastern urban areas of Bunbury.  For the port access road to be really effective, the outer ring road should be 
constructed because the first part of the port access road from the South Western Highway into the port - 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  What is your calculation of the cost of this outer ring road? 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I will talk about that later.  The first stage of the port access road is fine, but the outer 
ring road is an absolute necessity because the second phase of the port access road from the outer ring road to the 
South Western Highway allows all the truck movements on the five major routes into Bunbury ready access into 
the port.   
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Where did you get the idea that the government had decided that it would not build 
the outer ring road until 2031? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  That is what I was just coming to.  I understand that the time frame is 2031, and if that 
is true -  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Where did you get that from? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Maybe the minister can place on record that planning for the outer ring road and the 
second phase of the port access road will begin now.  Can the minister tell us right now when she intends to 
construct the outer ring road? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Why didn’t you ask me that question before you put out the media release saying that 
the government was not going to do it until 2031? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  That was the word I got, but the minister can tell me differently.  Can she tell me right 
now when she plans to start and finish the construction of the Bunbury outer ring road? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I have written recently, following a meeting with Jim Lloyd, the federal Minister for 
Local Government, Territories and Roads, and put this project on as one of our half dozen top priorities for 2009 
to 2012.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Is that to start planning for it? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I have said that these are the projects we would like to have considered for AusLink 
mark 2, which is the funding for the years between 2009 and 2012.   
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Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  That is fantastic.  Is the minister telling me that the outer ring road will be completed 
by 2012?  Can she assure me categorically here and now that the outer ring road will be completed by 2012? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  It will be completed well before 2031, which you suggested. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I will ask the minister again: can she categorically assure me in this place that Bunbury 
outer ring road and the second phase of the port access road will be completed by 2012? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  No, because we have not made decisions up to 2012 yet.  We are saying it is part of a 
mix of projects that we will consider. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I rest my case. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  You can’t rest your case; you don’t have a case. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The outer ring road was on a 10-year program; then it was off the 10-year program; 
and now it has disappeared altogether.  Will the minister assure me that it will be built by 2012? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  It is in the top number of projects for AusLink mark 2.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  There we go.  I hope the government will loosen the purse strings and do the strategic 
planning required to get on with the projects that are dear to my heart and that will benefit the economic 
development of the south west. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  It is fantastic that the Peel deviation is being built, even though it is a bit late.  
However, by the time it has been completed the traffic problem will be transferred to roads connecting to the 
Eelup roundabout, the Dalyellup development, the hospital site development, Cathedral Grammar School, 
Manea Senior College, the developments behind it and the development in Victoria Heights behind the Bunbury 
Village Holiday Park where the land owned by the government will be developed for residential purposes.  
People have been complaining already about the traffic in those areas.  I implore the minister to consider 
prioritising construction of the outer ring road, because that will solve many problems for not only Bunbury but 
also the south west.   

I refer now to the Yarragadee aquifer and the state’s long-term water supply.  The proposal to supply 
45 gigalitres of water from the Yarragadee aquifer to metropolitan Perth has raised many concerns in Bunbury 
and the south west region.  Although the south west does not claim the water as its own, it has a primary interest 
in making sure that long-term regional water requirements are met and environmental concerns are given proper 
consideration.  I stress that, if the Yarragadee aquifer is used to supply water to the metropolitan area, the 
process must be done properly.  No amount of money spent by the Water Corporation spin doctors will prevent 
me from seeking full transparency.  The minister might be able to tell me later how much money the Water 
Corporation has spent on the Yarragadee publicity campaign to date.  The Bunbury issue crystallised with the 
release of the sustainability report by Strategen.  That report made it abundantly clear that Bunbury would be a 
major loser if the plan went ahead as proposed.  The ingress of a salt water plume 400 metres inland from where 
the Yarragadee runs out into the Indian Ocean at Bunbury will in time pose a catastrophic threat to Bunbury’s 
water supply and to AqWest, the independent body that manages, collects and distributes the water for Bunbury.  
AqWest has indicated that the rising salt content is a concern.  Although considerable studies have been done in 
environmental areas such as Warren-Blackwood, not much has been done around the Bunbury area.  The Water 
Corporation said that, given the long time frame in which the effect will be felt in Bunbury, alternatives can be 
found.  I am sure the Water Corporation would be happy to sell Bunbury water from the Yarragadee pipeline.  
That will further entrench the Water Corporation’s stranglehold on the lifeblood of the state; namely, its water.  
The Water Corporation’s position is that the proposal should proceed under a rigid monitoring program to 
determine adverse effects.  The lack of scientific knowledge for dealing with potential problems has not been 
identified as a factor requiring consideration in the project assessment.  If for any reason the Yarragadee pipeline 
had to be shut down and Bunbury’s capacity to tap into the Yarragadee was destroyed by the intrusion of salt 
water, what would happen?  That is a major concern for the community.  There is no other resource as precious 
as water.  The Water Corporation should be more transparent and accountable.  Clearly there has not been 
sufficient independent research and appraisal of the Yarragadee project.   

Members of the sustainability panel have raised concerns over the lack of independent research.  I am sure that 
the government does not really think that the people of the south west will roll over and accept this proposal.  I 
am sure that the people of Perth will also be alarmed at the increasing number of threats attached to that 
proposal, because the south west is an area they also enjoy.  They use it as their playground.  I am sure that they 
do not want to see it destroyed.  Other possibilities should be explored thoroughly.  I do not think other 
possibilities have been properly researched.   
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Among other options is the recycling of 104 gigalitres of water that flows to the Indian Ocean as Perth 
metropolitan run-off.  That is being considered, and that is great.  A high priority for the Water Corporation 
should be to expand research. 
Mr A.D. McRae:  Desalination plants. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am sure the government would love to build three desalination plants.  The Water 
Corporation should step back from the issue of Yarragadee at the moment.  Work needs to be done on more 
independent research, and its own research findings should be audited.  I am sure all Western Australians would 
be happy to wait another 12 or 24 months to make sure that the decisions are right.   

The people in the south west do not want to wait any longer for infill sewerage.  They are fed up with the 
timetable for connecting homes in the south west to mains sewerage being pushed back again and again.  The 
latest timetable from the Water Corporation indicates that the town earmarked for infill sewerage will receive it 
more than 15 years later than originally promised.  This is not a petty concern.  Even the Water Corporation’s 
web site explains how vitally important it is to ensure that residue from septic tanks does not leak into the ground 
because of the impact that has on ground water.  In New South Wales, oyster farms in the Hawkesbury and 
Tweed Rivers were decimated because of contaminated residue leaking out of septic tanks.  Algal blooms also 
result from leakage into the river.  The economic cost of reducing phosphorous build-up in the Peel-Harvey 
estuary from septic and agricultural run off has been estimated at $50 million.  The estimate for Cockburn Sound 
is $170 million.  I would be interested to know the clean-up figure for the entire state.   

Bunbury’s infill program is minimal.  The Water Corporation has deferred projects from 2010 to 2018.  
Busselton is in a similar situation.  In Bunbury, 4 500 homes are still using septic tanks and in Busselton the 
figure is 6 500.  A large number of towns are running into environmental and planning problems.  Lack of access 
to mains sewerage is preventing them from developing land.  Septic tanks that were installed 10 or 20 years ago 
are now failing.  The demand for high-density housing is huge, yet because sewerage is not available, towns are 
being forced to subdivide land into 2 000 square metre blocks so that development can proceed on the basis that 
septic tanks will be used.  It is not only an inefficient use of land; it also promotes urban sprawl and makes poor 
use of a town’s major asset - its land - and it fails to recognise the best economic use of the available land.  Of 
course, it also adds to the future problems associated with the increase in the use of septic tanks. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The south west is sick and tired of being ignored on the issue.  The Water Corporation 
has an infill sewerage program worth about $10 million.  That amount would not even service the metropolitan 
area.  It is nothing near the hundreds of millions of dollars required for infill sewerage programs in the south 
west. 
I will talk about the outer harbour project.  The concept of turning the outer harbour area into a major regional 
tourism and recreation precinct has been around for about 15 years.  It was heavily promoted by the City of 
Bunbury.  I was involved with it.  The incredible growth of greater Bunbury and its revival as a tourist 
destination and as an area for a better lifestyle means that now is the time to bring the development into play.  
Bunbury is fairly fortunate, because not many cities around Australia have tracts of undeveloped land near water.  
The rapid growth of Bunbury is still untapped.  News of its huge potential is reaching the ears of national and 
international developers.  They are travelling to Bunbury to examine the opportunities.  A commitment by the 
state to push the outer harbour project would be a catalyst for further development and make it a first-class area.  
The time for procrastination has passed.  A commitment to the outer harbour project was made during the 
election campaign.  During the election campaign there was a big hoo-ha about what was going to be done.  
Concept plans were drawn up.  An amount of $750 000 was allocated to a feasibility study.  The results were 
supposed to have been made available last August.  That was put back to Christmas and it is now April and we 
still do not know the results.  I hope that we will learn very soon and that the government will make a 
commitment to proceed with the outer harbour project, because it would be fantastic for Bunbury.  It is 
something I am looking forward to. 

I will speak about the back beach proposal.  The first two stages of the development are complete.  It has 
transformed and reinvigorated the area, which had become a run down piece of beach frontage.  The people of 
Bunbury have returned to the area in droves.  As a long-term resident of Bunbury, it is fantastic to see families 
return and use the facilities, such as barbecues.  It has become a focal point for families, tourists and visitors.  
The final stage will transform the entire back beach into a premier beachfront, as was planned.  Approximately 
$4 million is required to finish the project by restoring the last section of the beach.  That will provide 
approximately three kilometres of user-friendly pathways, improved beach access and secure additional 
recreation resources for the area.  In its next budget - or even before - I hope that the government commits to the 
$4 million to finish the project, because it would be great for all of us in the south west. 
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The south west of the state has a diversified economy, which is running at about $6.8 billion a year.  It utilises 
road, rail, sea and air transport.  An integrated strategy combining all those facets is necessary to provide for the 
future expansion of the entire south west, including the Peel region and the great southern.  It will provide the 
quickest path to economic development and success.  Transport infrastructure is a must.  As we know, industry is 
expecting a significant increase in freight haulage in the area.  The inter-regional forecasts need to be examined, 
because there will be significant traffic flow from region to region.  Road and rail freight is forecast to increase 
from 27 million tonnes in 1995 to 50 million tonnes in 2020.  Total road haulage will increase by approximately 
120 per cent to about 22 million tonnes by 2020.  The south west region attracts about 2 million tourists a year, 
of which 90 per cent travel by car.  Many of the tourist destinations also host large industrial operations such as 
mining and timber.  Over the same period, the population of the south west region is expected to increase 45 per 
cent to about 163 000 people.  Growth will be concentrated on the coastal areas.  I suspect that the forecast needs 
to be revised up to take into account the sea change phenomenon.  The population forecasts by the Department 
for Planning and Infrastructure were a bit off the mark.  They potentially flaw the other forecasts for the south 
west.  Plans to deal with the increasing population and traffic movements from major centres such as Bunbury 
and Busselton need to be established now.  We should stop chasing our tails and leap forward ahead of the game 
so that we can forecast and plan properly. 

I have talked about the Peel deviation before.  That has finally been committed to.  Obviously, it is now 
unavoidable.  We should look at other options as well, such as high-speed rail between Perth and Bunbury in the 
medium to long term.   

One matter of rapidly increasing concern for Bunbury is power. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Don’t build anything - just advocate. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am talking medium to long term.  I am trying to think positively about the state of 
Western Australia.  We have a fantastic state.  I am talking about the economic boom we have.  I am trying to 
put out some ideas about how we can leapfrog ahead of the game and be more efficient with our money.  I may 
be a little bit off track from what the minister thinks but at least I am trying to offer a positive outcome for her to 
consider.  She does not have to accept it; I acknowledge that.  I am trying to be positive for the state of Western 
Australia.  That is all I am trying to do. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  It is not hard to do. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I would have thought that I am being positive.  I agree with the Premier that not all the 
brains reside on his side of the house.  Maybe, from time to time, the opposition comes up with some ideas that 
are worth considering.  I agree with that; it is a philosophy I live by.  In my inaugural speech I said that I was 
ready and willing to work with the government to improve things when I could. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  We appreciate that from the member.  He is a good-natured member.  I give him 
credit for that. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I have only five minutes left and I want to complete my speech. 
One of the rapidly increasing concerns for Bunbury is power.  The city desperately needs its power supplies 
upgraded to cater for expanded commercial and domestic use.  When there is too much demand on the grid, 
power supplies are cut.  New commercial projects in the central business district are being forced to allocate 
valuable space for transmission substations because there is insufficient power to draw from the grid.  I will cite 
one example.  I know of a commercial operation in Bunbury that was in the same building for 50 years.  The old 
building has been replaced with a new building, which took 12 months to build.  When the power was to be 
connected, Western Power said that the building could not be connected because there was no power.  The 
commercial operator was asked for $20 000 to connect the building to another grid to get power.  I cannot 
understand that, because not so long ago that company was able to use power from the same grid.  That is a 
sleeping giant that will receive considerable attention, because it is hampering the efficient work of the City of 
Bunbury.  One of the other big problems is the indiscriminate way in which Western Power charges for its 
works.  Western Power provides a quote for its works, yet when the works are done, they cost five times the 
amount quoted.  If people argue with Western Power about the difference in the quote, it will drop its price; 
however that is no way to do business.  The Bunbury local government tries to plan a budget for its projects; 
however, when it begins work on a project it finds that the cost has increased from $20 000 to $120 000.  I use 
that figure as an example.  It is not good that people who are trying to get businesses off the ground are being 
mucked around.  Works to shift a power pole and the like should not cost five times more than the amount 
quoted.   

I want to talk about the police, and the rising concern in my area about unprovoked assaults.  The judiciary is not 
in step with the community.  It should become partners with the police and the community.   
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In conclusion, there are many other issues regarding infrastructure and social services.  A few of the topics that I 
will soon address that must be considered are: the provision of new generation broadband services; better 
educational facilities and expanded tertiary sources; the Bunbury regional land-use scheme; improved 
recreational and eco-facilities at Turkey Point; and, the improvement to the Leschenault estuary.  The economic 
prosperity currently enjoyed by this state reinforces how vital regional Western Australia is to the wellbeing of 
all Western Australians.  That is something we should not forget because, as we all know, a large proportion of 
our wealth comes from regional Western Australia.  I implore the government to look out for regional Western 
Australia and to provide sufficient infrastructure and services. 

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [4.13 pm]:  Madam Acting Speaker (Mrs J. Hughes), I congratulate you on your new 
position as Acting Speaker; I wish you all the best.  I hope you enjoy your new role.   

I am not sure whether now is the best time on a Thursday to talk about the appropriation bills.  Regardless of 
that, as the day ground to a close yesterday, the temperature rose and so too did the spirits of members in the 
house.   

Mr B.S. Wyatt:  Get us excited. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  Not at all.  We are nearing the end of the week, and we must focus on positive things. 

Mr T.R. Buswell:  I used to share an office with you and I got that excited that I had to move. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  Is that right?  We will not go there.   

It is a privilege to speak about issues that concern my electorate, most of which are similar to those raised by 
previous speakers this afternoon.  Most of the issues that we face in rural areas have commonality across the 
board.  My electorate of Moore, which is a fantastically diverse electorate, is in the central coast region of 
Western Australia.  It is a delightful stretch of country that extends a couple of hundred of kilometres along the 
coast.  The stretch of coast in the electorate is colloquially called the turquoise coast.  It is aptly named because 
of the beautiful colours of its water.  The electorate also stretches inland and into the wheatbelt.  After the 
Albany, Fremantle and York areas, it is the oldest settled part of the state.  That part of the electorate has a lot of 
old infrastructure, such as roads and bridges, that are declining in their capacity, and that is putting a strain on 
local governments.  There are eight local authorities in my electorate, which face challenges similar to those 
faced by other local governments within the state, particularly those in rural Western Australia.  The local 
governments in my electorate face a declining rate of grants and an increasing cost in the provision of services.  
In some cases, a declining population leaves little scope for excess resources to adequately fund the maintenance 
of roads and the provision of services.  Some areas of the electorate face a declining population and an ageing 
population, which presents particular challenges for those communities.  Young people are leaving rural towns 
for the big money in the resource industry, and farmers are finding it very difficult to attract employees to 
broadacre farming.  The whole picture is very diverse.  The southern part of the electorate has a rapidly 
increasing population.  The shires of Toodyay, Chittering and Gingin are on the outer cusp of the metropolitan 
area.  Fantastic growth is occurring in those areas; however, they are facing their own challenges and difficulties.  
Most of the issues that must be addressed fit under the umbrella of strategic planning for education, transport, 
health and service needs, including electricity and water.  I will focus part of my address on this issue, because 
we must get the job of strategic planning right to set the benchmark and budget accordingly through the years.   

The central coast planning strategy is a recognised document that was released in 1996, and it came about after 
five shires in the central coast region - Irwin, Carnamah, Coorow, Dandaragan and Gingin - got together.  They 
all have coastal Indian Ocean frontage and are principally inland based shires that developed inland.  Indeed, the 
coastal area was developed after the inland area was developed.  Those shires shared a range of problems and 
challenges, so they came together as a group in the late 1980s or early 1990s and, with the support of the 
government, devised the central coast planning strategy.  That strategy laid down a fantastic broad-brush, long-
term strategic planning document that recognised all the needs I outlined.  It identified a town hierarchy within 
the coastline - which was very courageous - which indicated to governments of the day the collective direction in 
which the communities wanted to head.  The government endorsed that document and moved towards it.  That 
document now needs to be revised.  The specified revision date has passed, yet there seem to be no resources - 
there is the will - for a review.  The central midland region inland from that area is the Agricultural Region, and 
land use in that area has been undergoing considerable change.  In the areas in which water is available - which 
is principally on the continuation of the Darling Range escarpment line, which becomes the Dandaragan plateau 
line, where the north Yarragadee and other large water source bodies are found - the agricultural activities have 
changed from fairly straightforward, traditional broadacre farming activities on large landholdings, with wheat, 
sheep and various coarse grains, to an amazing diversification of crop applications.  Both table grapes and wine 
grapes are being grown.  Many people know of the Moore River region and the hundreds of acres of olive trees 
that have been planted there.  Further towards the coast and in the southern part of the region, the land use is also 
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changing.  Many people, principally from the city, are moving into the region to enjoy a lifestyle that is very 
appealing.  However, that creates challenges for local authorities.  Many of these people are part-time or 
transient-type land occupiers, who may be on the cusp of retirement.  There are also families with young 
children.  There is an urgent need to review the strategic planning requirements for the region.  The Shires of 
Toodyay, Gingin and Chittering are continually reminding me of the urgent need for strategic planning and 
direction so that they can accommodate the needs of the people in the region.  Of course, that is not happening.  
That is very disappointing for those people, and for me, because population demand will surpass the capacity to 
provide the necessary services.   
My colleague the member for Bunbury mentioned infill sewerage.  The funding for infill sewerage has decreased 
substantially over a number of years, from a program of about $90 million to a $33 million program last year.  
The member for Bunbury outlined the situation in his area, and there is a similar situation in my area.  The 
Health Department of Western Australia requires any lot of less than 2 000 square metres to be serviced with 
infill sewerage.  In the Shire of Toodyay, for example - the situation is not dissimilar in the Shires of Chittering 
and Gingin - there are large lots both within and around the town sites.  In many instances the people who own 
those lots are pensioner couples or individuals who want to be able to subdivide their large lot into two 1 000 
square-metre lots, so that they can put some additional money into their superannuation and move on in life and 
improve their wellbeing by retiring onto a smaller lot.  However, they cannot do that, because they need to 
provide sewerage.  That is placing a great impost on the capacity of those towns to grow to meet the ever-
increasing need.  Another factor is the time and cost of going through the subdivision process.  The Western 
Australian Planning Commission has told the shire councils in that area that they need to consider the 
subdivision of broadacre farming lots very carefully, for all the obvious reasons.  Therefore, we have a situation 
in which the local shires are stymied in their ability to act, and there is a loss of opportunity for growth and 
additional income.   

I now want to mention education.  I have talked in this house previously about the situation in the Sovereign Hill 
area.  That is a classic example of small lifestyle lots of between five and 10 acres, many of which are occupied 
by people with young families.  The Guilderton-Redfield Park-Sovereign Hill region and the Neergabby region 
collectively have the number of residential lots that is required by the education department as the criterion for 
the provision of a school.  One of those developments on its own does not meet the criterion; collectively they 
do.  Those areas are within a short distance of each other.  The people in that area are pressing me to bring to the 
attention of the minister and the government the need to plan for the provision of a school in that area.  
Currently, year 1 students have to travel a total of three hours a day on a school bus in various directions.  That is 
pretty tough on them, particularly in the middle of summer.  This issue needs to be addressed urgently.  It was 
pleasing to hear the member for Peel say today, when he was responding to a question on education, that the 
Labor government will allocate $1 billion over the next five years to schools in that area.  That is fantastic.  
However, that will deal with only some of the backlog of need.  We need to get on with the job and get into the 
schools within my electorate, particularly the older schools in the wheatbelt region that need urgent upgrading 
and maintenance.  I mentioned in this house not that long ago the sad case of the Badgingarra and Carnamah 
schools, which are badly in need of maintenance.  
The central midlands planning strategy also needs funding and the north east corridor plan needs to be reviewed.  
The Shire of Chittering has come to a standstill.  It is being constantly frustrated in its efforts to get recognition 
that the supply of water is the most critical need within the shire.  However, once again, there is no planning for 
it.  This year the government is facing yet another huge budget surplus.  I call on the government to put some 
money into planning for these fringe metropolitan areas and for the provision of services, and to get the show on 
the road again.   
I have talked about the way in which the nature of agriculture is changing considerably in my electorate.   
Aquaculture is another new and exciting diversification in my area.  A similar thing is happening in the south 
west area.  Aquaculture certainly has a fantastic future, and it will help offset the decline in fish stocks that we 
are seeing around the world and in our waters, sadly, because of illegal fishing.  There is a huge future for the 
aquaculture industry.  However, one of the things that really irks the proponents of this industry is the multi-rung 
ladder of approvals processes that they need to go through.  One proponent who wanted to get a farm off the 
ground near Badgingarra about nine or 10 years ago - it was not during the time of this government - had to face 
a bureaucratic process in the department that was absolutely staggering.  We all agree on the need for the right 
checks and balances and environmental clearances.  However, this person came to me as the shire president, and 
told me that it had taken him two years and 27 approval clearances to get his fish farm off the ground. 

Mr M.P. Murray:  There is a review of those regulations taking place at the moment.  A paper will go to the 
minister very shortly. 
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Mr G. SNOOK:  That is excellent because it is badly needed.  We have to get the approval process right and 
must not stuff it up.  We have to be proactive and make sure that these people do not reach a state of despair and 
walk away.  The government and the opposition must work together on this issue.  It should not become a 
political issue.  It is an event that has occurred.  We must have a process in place so that people know where to 
go and can follow a simple process and not come up against someone who says a decision cannot be made 
because it is a new industry, and it becomes all too hard.  The bureaucratic process must be right to encourage 
private enterprise to get the diversification flowing through.   

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr G. SNOOK:  Planning is the essence, and I cannot emphasise that enough.  The Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure was in the house a moment ago and I know she is very keen on good strategic planning.  She has 
to compete for resources within the budget process.  However, we must make sure we get the plan right and then 
we must work the plan.   

I will touch on a couple of issues in my electorate which are somewhat controversial and have caused some 
consternation to a number of my constituents.  A rural electorate close to the metropolitan area is an advantage, 
but it can also be a disadvantage.  It is far enough out of town for people to take advantage of the lifestyle 
opportunity but it is also close enough to town to be placed under pressure for the sake convenience.  I refer to 
waste.  We need to be able to handle the waste that is produced, principally in the greater metropolitan region, in 
a better way.  I was encouraged by the Premier’s address to the Parliament in which he made special mention of 
the disposal of waste.  I cannot quote what he said, but he indicated that it was the government’s intention to 
work up state-of-the-art waste disposal in this state.  It will involve long-term strategic planning to get it right.  I 
refer to domestic and inert waste.  What is happening is that a Perth private waste operator will purchase a 
property within the rim metropolitan shires - Toodyay, Gingin or Chittering - because it is reasonably close to 
the metropolitan area.  Economics drive that because of the transport issue.  That operator will go to the shire 
because he wants to use the property as a waste disposal site.  All around the proposed site will be lifestyle 
blocks and farmers actively farming in a commercial sense.  An application is made by the waste disposal 
operator to use the site as a rubbish dump.  That application puts the cat among the pigeons.  The council is 
obliged to consider the application.  If it does not, it is taken out of its hands and handled by the Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure.  This will cause even more consternation within the community.  The shire could be 
seen to be supportive of the application by receiving it and dealing with it.  However, the council needs to go 
through that process.  These waste sites could meet all the criteria - that is, be processed properly, be in the right 
area and suitable for the terrain and watertable - but conditions may need to be applied.   

Generally, local authorities or regional groups of local authorities control municipal waste.  Members would 
agree that with management of waste disposal there must be a fairly reliable degree of control because of the 
structure of the local authority or that regional group of authorities.  It does not mean that will not apply if 
private enterprise becomes involved in waste disposal, but it could leave it open to abuse unbeknown to the 
operators.  In some instances waste management abuse does occur on local government sites.  It worries me that 
this is occurring more often and that some time in the future we may have to redress the situation.   

On a broader and greater regional scale, I would like the government to prepare a strategic plan to handle the 
disposal of waste for the long-term future.  Waste minimisation will save money and reduce the need for landfill 
sites.  Recycling is good.  It is not cost effective, but it is a great way to go.  We need to act on what the Premier 
said in his address to the house.  I urge the government to make it its number one priority because strategic 
planning will take time.  We do have time but, in the meantime, there will be a proliferation of small waste 
management sites that perhaps could be better accommodated if this issue is looked at from a strategic point of 
view.  I go further to suggest that we need to encourage local government, and I endeavour to do this with my 
local authority, to be brave enough to step forward and take on that role.  There is money in waste.  There are no 
free rides.  The proper disposal of waste has to be paid for and it must be done in a proper manner.   

An issue which has divided my electorate is by-products of industry; for example, the poultry industry, and I 
refer to poultry manure and biosolids.  Concerns have been expressed about what should be done with the 
product, how it should be disposed of and the safety of its use to the broader community.  These are two topical 
issues in my electorate.  As I said, the community is divided on this issue.  One side is concerned about how the 
product should be disposed of and the effects of the product on the broader community.  The disposal of poultry 
manure was to be addressed with a chicken litter fired power station at Muchea.  It became a controversial issue 
in that district and there was a great deal of opposition to it.  On the other side of the argument, the farmers and 
cattle breeders are seriously suffering from stable fly.  There is mixed opinion about the use of chicken manure 
creating an increase in stable fly.  It has been found that stable fly breeds in the cuttings or the stumps of 
cauliflowers and cabbages, which affects the horticultural industry.  There is no question that we have a real 
problem with stable fly, not inland, but on the coastal plain.  It is a disturbing sight to see what stable fly can do 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 6 April 2006] 

 p1353d-1369a 
Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan; Ms Jaye Radisich; Mr Brendon Grylls; Mr Murray Cowper; Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr John 

Castrilli; Mr Gary Snook 

 [17] 

to young sheep.  Also, it impinges on one’s social life.  At peak breeding times, people cannot have a barbecue in 
the evening because the stable fly are so thick - they are worse than mosquitoes.  Yet chicken manure is of great 
benefit when it is used in the inland area of my electorate, which is hot and dry.  The manure is not stored but 
spread in the broadacre farming sense.  Some people are pleading and saying it is silly to burn it; that we should 
treat it and get it into an acceptable form.  Other people are saying they do not want what they see as a toxic and 
hazardous disposal method located in their area.  This is a conundrum.  We need to know what the minister and 
the government will decide about the management of this issue.  There is a use for it if it is treated properly, but 
there will be a cost.  Producers say that it will be too costly to treat and that it is quicker and easier and more 
economical to burn, but that feeds into the other side of the argument. 

As members would be aware, biosolids is the treated sewage waste.  The way in which the water authority has 
approached the disposal, usage and transportation of this product has not been good.  The authority has 
acknowledged that and wishes to improve it.  It is not appropriate to cart biosolids in standard semitrailer bulk 
trucks on the road, especially as they leak and leave a mess.  I believe that the issue is being addressed.  The 
main argument is whether it is allowed or suitable to be used as a fertiliser or additive.  Once again there is a 
divergence of views across the community.  We need to get the science behind it right so that we can break down 
the opinions that are based on fear and uncertainty.  If the biosolids need treating further to ensure that they are 
safer and that some of the toxic elements are removed, so be it.  The community should pay for that, because we 
need to get the best value out of what humans produce and need as by-products. 

I conclude by saying that we really need a considered increase in resources and funding for good strategic 
planning to build a base in my electorate, which has an expanding and exciting future, to enable the increased 
population to get on with the job and enjoy the many benefits offered by the fantastic electorate of Moore.  It is a 
pleasure and a privilege to serve the electorate of Moore.   

Question put and passed. 

Bill [Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 3) 2005] read a second time. 
 


